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Historic painting dealing with the great uprising of
1857—British blowing patriotic Sepoys from the guns.

Crude Acts of Tyranny Fanning the Flames of
Revolution—Former Allies of the Foreign
Commanders Are Taking Up the Struggle
With Their Fellow-Natives—Silkhs, Gurkhas,
and Others Showing Signs of Disaffection.
General Unrest [s Making Seldiers Into
Rebels Against the Ruling Power—Ammu-
nition and Arms in Plentv Have Been Made
Readv for the Initial Stroke.

By BASANTA KOOMAR ROY,

Noted Hindu Whriter, Lecturer and Recognized .
the Far East.

RESS dispatches from India and England have

already begun speaking of the mysterious move
ments of British troops in India. General Lord Raw
linson, the commander-in-chief of the British military
forces in India, has recently more than once gone on
record to say that he most decidedly expects uprisings
in India of rather serious character. Consequently he
is vehemently opposed to the reduction of military
expenditure in India that is daily growing more and
more militant, especially after the imprisonment of
Mahatma Gandhi, who did his utmost to keep  the
movement absolutely peaceful, at least for the time
being and until the opportune moment arrived.
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S AND RELIGIONS UNITING AS IN THE SEPOY UPRISING
IN 1857, THREATEN SPREAD OF ANTI-BRITISH REVOLT IN INDIA

Authority on India and

Kooman Singh, one of India’s historic figures, who
fought valiantly against the British in the Sepoy

: she herself had mo-

lagses and rice.

the Ranee of Jhansi,

fought the brave one.

“Leaving her palace, she fled to
the army, where she searcned
and found no water,

“0), the Ranee of Jhansi, well
forght the brave one.”

Ranee of Jhansi

a great general
* in guerrilla warfare

. was an expert general and
fearless fighter
various encounters the

ish generals had occasion to know

» was the ablest reared togéther in the same palace
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use of firearms and
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mutinous Gurkhas.
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ridge and the annexation of Oudh
causes of the

s power of organization,

neas of declsion and consummalte played and rode

cess Chand Bibi,
Ahmadoagar agaiust
great Mogul emperor, in 1695.

the greased
Her pet name at home Was
British army are armed with She was married to Prince Gan
and their movements
are vigllantly wn}cln-d. by experts,
I personally know of many soldlers
who were and
severely punished
meetings for
boycott of British goods,
These ahd other disabilities, and

tended Napoleon's campalgn.
INSPIRATION A WOMAN,

The unalloyed embodirhent of Lthe
very soul of this great revolution
} ar, WAS a womian,
Queen Lakshanl Bal of Jhansi.
the name of Joan of Are

to win India's
dependence by “throwing off the
British, yoke.

only the Hindu and Moe-
the PBritish army

India's desire ferior arms,

band suddenly dled In 18568, and she
adopted Damodar as her son
British government arbitrarily de
nied her the right of adoption,
forcibly announced the annexation

Lakshl Bal, Ranee of Jhansl, one
of the royal women Ieadm of the

of occupation 1857 uprising.

in open revolution,
the same British,
sects and races and provinces of

the varioua
government and declared:

peasants and workingmen, :
not give up my Jhansi,

Writes Justin McCarthy
Our Own Times:"
fact was that
the greater part of the northern
northwestern
the Indlan peninsula,
rebellion of

making rebels example that she

the hearts of the

spiration of her
ia canonized
people of India,

During festive occasions numer

united and infinitely more r Consequently
they and the Indian revolutionary
leaders are now engaged In deriv

ing the moral from the struggle of

take who darea.”
After the fall of Delhl and Luck
now things looked gloomy

» of India were not disarmed revalutionists

Indla used to manufacture can-
, bullets and gun-
India's soldlers were cap-
handling huge
& supplied with the best

TWO HAVE JOINED HANDS,

captured by the
helped by the

lines of A song composed In LEGR
“Khub lari mardgni, aray Jhan-
siwali Ranee
“Burjan burjan topain lagai dain,
gold chalai asmanee.”
The song reads

renegade princes and
of Mahatma
the Hindus and the Mohammedans
have joined hands,
1867 around the personaljty of the
Mogul, Emperor Bahadur-Shah the
Mohammedans

“It was not
who rose in revolt—it was not by
ANy means

the 8 YA
opo of Oudh and
into being officers.
IMSARMED BY BRITISH.
But ever since the war of 1857,

warfare and the following

* The quarrel about
the greased cartridges was but the
+ wpark flung
the cumbustible material,
spark had not

would have

proclamation:

In among all united and

“Well fought the brave one, O the
Ranee of Jhansi!
“The Guns were placed in the tow-

magic balls were

columns of the British in

facture of arms and ammunitiona

: perior to you in discipline and they
in exclusively

have big guns
movements, guard all the ghats on

done the work
Bepoys found
, & flag, and a

cause, and the mutiny was trans
formed nto a revolutionary war.”

controlled by

Hara, Harn In 18567 India pro-

duced only a few able generala

The pauncity of their number In-

sured the fallure of their fight
Emperor Bahady Shabh was old

Even the military forces of tha
Indian princes are under the direct
control of the British government

And the lodian soldlers

“0, the Ranee of Jhansi,
fought the brave one.

the soldiers were fed with' wup their daxs and posits and kecp

Another historiec scenwo from the
stirring days of 1857, Nana Sahlib
and his escort.

constantly hanging about their
camp.”
SEAT OF WAR SHIFTED.

While guerilla warfare was go-
ing on in the north the principal
seat of war shifted further south.
The Queen of Jhansl was prepar-
ing to declare ouen war on the
British. Numerous revolutionists
from the north rushed to Jhansi,
and Jhansi, under the able leader-
ship of her twenty-three-year-old
Queen and general, was well pre-
pared to strike a blow against the
British for the Independence of
the motherland. The Ranee her-
self looked after the fortifications
and placement of guns on the ram-
parts of her forts. Both men and
women worked together for the
manufacture of guns and ammuni-
tion, and both men and women
were drilled to Join the ensuing
fight.

ENGAGEMENT BEGUN.

At last on the 20th of March,
1858, the British troops, under
General Sir Hugh Rose, encamped
fourteen miles away from Jhansi

The engagement began on thé
24th. Regular fight thickened
the next day. The British were
helpless before the Ranee's gun-
ners, llke Gneam Kahn and
Khuda Baksh. "“The Queen her
gelf led the whole army. Omn
every rampart and every gale,
she was moving about actively;
she was standing where guns
were being planted and meved
into position; she was busy nse-
lecting clever gunners, and she
was to be found everywhere, in-
gpiring heroism even in the cold.
est hearts.'

SILENCED QUEEN'S GUNS.

Thus re-enforced, the British
began their assault again on
April 3, and succeeded at last
in sllencing the guns of the
Ranee. The southern gate fell
first and the British entered
Jhansi., The Ranee, with about
1,500 men, rushed toward the Brit-
ish, and with her sword mowad
down the British soldiers, and
‘at Iast escaped through the
British lines by & clever ruse,
One mald and about fifteen horse
men formed her bodyguard. Bhe
galloped at full speed, and the
“Mahratta Queen wasg as much
at ease galloping a horse as in
the zenana llstening to her fav
orite minstrel.””

KILLED MAID'S SLAYER.

Her mald was killed by an Eng-
lish soldier, and quietly she killed
the English soldier, At last, by
gheer force of superhuman valor
she broke through the British
lines, and galloped her horse. She
was followed by several English
goldlers. When she was nbout to
be out| of the reach of the enerh
soldlers her new horse refused Lo
jump over a narrow rill. The Eny
Ish soldiers ‘soon attacked her, and
single-handed, she fought again
them all for a long time, Kkilli
several. At last a chivalrous Eb
lish soldier struck her from behh
and the right wside of her hoy
with the right eye Was cut opy.
Another English sword struck h
on the chest
f Thua the Ranee of Jhansi, th
Mustrious Lakeh! Pal, dled fighting
for the Independence of her cot
try. As Princess Chand Bibl d
tehded Ahmednagar against
mighty Mogul Emperor Akhor. =o
the Ranees of Jhansl defended the
honor of Indla agalnsl the Briten
Jhanst was annexed ahd the Ra
Qvas killed, but her memory = i
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